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Sketches of Tellico Blockhouse.  Information taken from Tennessee State Parks:  
http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/parks/FortLoudoun/.   
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Aerial view of Fort Loudoun State Park (top) and Tellico Blockhouse (bottom).   
 
Tellico Blockhouse (40MR50):  The site consists of an extensive Federal Period military and trade 
complex underlain by evidence of aboriginal occupation during the Mississippian, Woodland, and 
Archaic periods.  The Tellico Blockhouse was established by William Blount in 1794.  Three seasons of 
excavations sponsored by TVA through UT have resulted in the near total excavation of the site.   
 
Chota (40MR2)and Tanasi (40MR62):  Are Cherokee Overhill villages that were listed on the National 
Register in 1973.  The sites are located 7 miles above the confluence of the Tellico and Little 
Tennessee Rivers.     
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General Information 
Soon after Tellico Reservoir was inundated in November 1979, the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency (TWRA) expressed interest in developing a Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and Waterfowl 
Refuge on portions of the TVA retained lands and water area on the upper reaches of the reservoir.  
Following negotiations with TVA Lands Management and Wildlife Resources Staff, approximately 
5,000 acres of land and water area was placed under a license agreement with TWRA.  This license 
agreement allowed for the development and State proclamation of the Tellico Lake Wildlife 
Management Area and Chota Waterfowl Refuge in 1985.  The Chota area had been recognized by 
TWRA and TVA waterfowl biologists as having great potential for the development of a waterfowl 
refuge that would enhance habitat for migratory waterfowl in the East Tennessee Region.  The Chota 
area is locally known as Mayfield Bottoms.   
 
 
Project Challenges and Successes  
While the low-lying croplands in the Mayfield Bottoms area had always attracted some migratory 
waterfowl, this use was inconsistent due to a lack of flooded food crops that waterfowl prefer for 
feeding.  This led TWRA and TVA biologists to begin exploring funding and additional partnership 
opportunities for the development of a levee and water control system.  These types of structures 
would allow for seasonal inundation on low lying areas with planted food crops and natural moist soil 
plants that provide high quality food resources for waterfowl.  Ducks Unlimited, Inc., (DU) an 
organization dedicated to the development of waterfowl habitat across the United States and Canada, 
was contacted about the Chota Refuge Area potential habitat development project.  In 1986, TWRA, 
TVA and DU developed a three way work agreement that allowed for the construction of a levee and 
water control structure.  This project resulted in back flooding during the winter months of a an 
approximate 100 acre sub impoundment creating ideal foraging habitat for waterfowl.  During the first 
over-wintering period of operation, approximately 5,000 migratory ducks and geese utilized the Chota 
Refuge Unit as protected and secure foraging and roosting habitat. 
 
 
Contributions by each Partner  
The three way partnership among TVA, TWRA and DU, with the support of local sportsmen and wildlife 
enthusiasts, was critical to the creation of the Chota Refuge Unit.  TWRA continues to operate the 
Refuge and the remainder of the Tellico Lake Wildlife Management Area with annual funding coming 
primarily through the sale of hunting licenses and permits.  Over the years, TVA has contributed 
biologist staff time and materials, as available, on partnership projects with TWRA and Quail Unlimited 
to enhance habitat for other wildlife guilds on the WMA. 
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View of flooded portion of Chota Refuge which provides habitat for migratory and wintering waterfowl 
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Views of flooded portions of Chota Refuge which provides foraging and loafing habitat for numerous 
waterbird species including ducks, geese, herons, egrets and shorebirds. 
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Upper photo:  Flooded portion of Chota Refuge 
Bottom photo:  Tanasi Memorial 
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